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Target

Reading

CARL ORFF

BORN: 1895 / DIED: 1982 / NATIONALITY: German
Carl Orff was a German composer who is now best known for his strange and
massive choral work: Carmina Burana. Orff was born in Munich and began writing
music when he was very young. By the age of 16 his music had been published and
he had completed many songs based on German poetry. Orff then served in the
German army during World War One and this changed him forever. In the 1920s he
developed a method of teaching music to beginners and spent much of his
remaining life working with children. The xylophones you might have used in primary
school are actually called 'Orff instruments' in many countries across the world and
his teaching methods are still widely used. Carl Orff's life spanned an incredible
period of German history including two wars. All the events his country went through
affected him as an artist and towards the end of his life he disowned many of his
early works and stopped them being performed arguing that they no longer reflected
the person he had become.

TASK 1
‘Carmina Burana’ by Carl Orff

1.
2.
3.
4.

Type ‘BBC ten pieces’ into Google.
Once on the website, click on ‘The pieces’.
Scroll down and locate ‘Carmina Burana’.
Watch and listen to Carmina Burana - 'O fortuna' by Orff: An exciting introduction and
Carmina Burana - 'O fortuna' by Orff: A full performance

5. Answer the following questions:
a. What is the piece about?

b. List the instruments you can see and hear in the ‘full performance’.

c. How does the composer make the piece sound exciting?

TASK 2
Your choice

Symphony No. 9 in E minor, 'From the New World’ – Largo (2nd movement)
Antonín Dvořák

‘Enigma’ Variations: Nos. 11, 6 & 7
Edward Elgar

1. Select at least another two of the other pieces from the ‘BBC Ten Pieces’ website.
2. Listen to the full performance of the pieces and the introduction to the piece.
3. Answer the following questions:

a. Which pieces did you listen to?

Piece 1: ____________________________________________

Piece 2: ____________________________________________

b. Find out at least five facts about each piece and complete the table below.

Piece 1
1.

Piece 2
1.

2.

2.

3.

3.

4.

4.

5.

5.

TASK 3 - Listening log
Over the course of the week, you are to listen to genres (types or styles) of music that you would
not normally listen to.
Task: Listen to at least four contrasting pieces and log them in the table below. The pieces could
be from different eras (50s, 60s, 70s) or of different types (Classical, Rock, Reggae etc) or a
combination of the two. You may need to research the year the pieces were composed and the
style/genre.
You could listen to music on the internet or you could ask to listen to some music that belongs to
your parents, siblings or friends.

Title
Example:
Bohemian
Rhapsody

Composer/
Songwriter/
Artist

Style/genre

Year Marks out of 10. Give reasons

Queen

Rock.
Influence of
opera present

1975

10/10! Unusually, this piece contains different styles.

